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Who we are

Primary Audience:
Teens who are creatively inclined but lack 
access to traditional arts programming 
because of mental, physical, or social 
challenges, or geographical, financial, or 
transportation limitations. 

We offer:
Affordable, accessible arts education in 
the form of after school and summer classes, 
workshops, community-wide events, field 
trips, and professional development for 
young artists and designers. 

Free transportation is available from West 
Ottawa and Holland Public Schools.

55% of enrolled students struggled with or 
had been treated for anxiety, depression, or 
stress over the past 2 years - down from 74% 
the previous year (and over 71% of students 

were returning students)

88% said being creative helps them feel calmer, 
happier, or more joyful

Values (we dedicate resources to):
Accessibility

Inclusion and belonging

Excellence

Holistic growth

Ecological sustainability

Career advancement and paid 
opportunities for artists

Youth-adult partnerships in leadership

Empathy/respect for people and space

Creativity and self expression

Experimentation

Curiosity

Wonder    

  

Mission: To cultivate creativity, build 
community, and empower students

vision: in order to foster wholeness in a 
fractured world.

 

Through classes, workshops, field trips, and community-wide 
events, we connect middle and high school students with 

professional teaching artists and designers to inspire curiosity, 
cultivate compassion, and develop 21st century skills.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



We are a youth directed space
We rely on feedback from our Student 
Advisory Council as we develop 
transformative programs aimed at personal 
& professional growth, academic success, 
and long-term positive outcomes.  

We survey all enrolled students to get 
feedback on program quality and areas of 
interest. 

CultureWorks alumni serve as leaders in 
all levels of our organization as 
*	 paid interns, 
*	 contracted educators, 
*	 studio/admin assistants, and 
*	 directors of our board.

When asked how 
CultureWorks has 

impacted their lives, 
students write about 

increased confidence, 
new friends, & the 

safe, welcoming 
community 

 

*	 30% of households fall below the ALICE 
threshold for income 

*	 37% identify as Hispanic/Latino, African 
American, Native Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander, Asian American, or 2 or more 
ethnicities  

*	 16+ schools represented, with the 
majority of enrollments from West 
Ottawa, Holland, and Black River Public 
Schools.

We network with 
school counselors, pastors, art 

teachers, physicians, the juvenile 
justice system, and therapists to 

recruit students and we partner with 
over 20 youth-serving organizations 

in order to maximize impact and 
extend resources.

CultureWorks provides hands-on art education to over 1500 
students per year, of whom roughly 200 are enrolled in our 

multi-week spring, summer, and fall classes.

We consistently hear from students, parents, counselors, 
and teachers that our programs are affordable, welcoming, and 
accessible to students who rely on artistic expression for their 

emotional, mental, and spiritual well-being.

impact



Budget

Over 85% of CultureWorks funding is contributed, and about half of all 
contributions come from individual donors and family foundations. 

Over the past 2 years, we’ve strategically diversified our revenue and increased 
grants by 75%. Now, with anticipated cuts to federal and state grants, new 

corporate sponsorships and contributions are vital for maintaining programs 

This is a stunning 154% growth over last year! 

To sustain this level of programming, we 
need to raise an additional $85,000 

to make up for projected losses to 
state and federal funding in the 

coming year.

One new student from a low-income Spanish 
speaking household shared:

Total budget: 
$271,500

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Out of all charitable donations in 
the US in 2023, only 4.2% was given 
to Arts, Culture & Humanities 
organizations.

Michigan invests less than $1 per 
person in arts & culture, and 
those funds are now under threat.

”I haven’t had the chance to take any art 
classes so far in high school despite my 
love for it, and I feel like this could be a 

great opportunity for me to finally get back 
into art, specifically ceramics.

2024-2025 Income by type Breakdown of what students paid

2025 represents our fullest summer of 
programming to date, with over 170 enrollments for 

week-long summer classes and over 50 on waiting lists. 



partnership

Ways to invest:

Operational Support
$25  course supplies for 1 student
$50  fuel for 2 weeks of transportation
$120 healthy snacks for 1 week
$300  1 student for 9-week class 
$600  healthy snacks for summer programs
$1,000  Adobe Suite subscription for 3 months 
$2,000  free 3-day fall leadership retreat for SAC
$3,900  half-year internship for high school or college student
$5,000 equipment and tools maintenance & upgrades
$10,000  rent + utilities for 3 months
$40,000  rent + utilities for 1 year
$100,000 compensation for 2 FT employees for 1 year
$300,000 all of CultureWorks expenses for 1 year!

Community-wide special Events
We provide high quality, free hands-on art activities for participants of all ages at 
community-wide events, including:

~ Awakening at Hope College
~ Pride Fest
~ Juneteenth
~ LAUP Fiesta

These events support partner nonprofits, build community, and empower students 
and interns with skills in curriculum development and leadership.  We invest $1000-
$1500 for each event through staffing, curriculum development, and materials.

Fall Benefit
Our Fall Benefit raises roughly 15% of our annual budget and is an 

opportunity  to hear directly from students & alumni about their 
experiences and to connect with the wider CultureWorks family over 

great food, creative play, live music, and art. 

Visiting Artist Series
This comprehensive series aims to elevate and celebrate the 

work of artists from diverse backgrounds and experiences while 
connecting students to career pathways in art and design fields.

~ Field trip highlighting Visiting Artist
~ Visiting Artist Workshop and Public Event

~ Artist in Residency Program & Exhibit
~ Career Exploration Panels

Sponsorships impact all levels of programming, from operational support to fund-
ing our transportation program, collaborative events, and major initiatives like our 
Visiting Artist Series. See our sponsor levels flier or our website for more details.

~ Macatawa Water Festival
~ International Festival
~ Dia De Los Muertos

Benefits of sponsorship go 
beyond recognition...

We offer creative team 
building workshops, volunteer 

opportunities, and opportunities 
to connect with brilliant, young 

leaders, & creative problem 
solvers.



"Cultureworks has had a profound impact in 
my life. I'm so much more 

confident, happy, 
& the community I've developed here is 

so <3 <3 <3."

"CultureWorks has given me a 
safe space 

to escape from the stress of 
school, & I often feel calmed by 

coming here."

"I have trouble processing 
emotions and complicated stuff 

like that and Cultureworks has helped 
me so much with everything. 

I genuinely don't think I 
would still be here if not for 

Cultureworks."

From the  students
"We learned a lot about 

different artists 
who created art

based on their life 
experiences, which 

in turn helped me Learn about 
their lives.”

"The teacher & class 
synergy was amazing, 

it was a nice & comforting 
creative 

environment.”

"i would love to be a 
wildlife biologist in the 
future. Cultureworks 

classes can help me with 
observation & 

reflection 
skills."



thank you!


